
 

It has been a pleasure to serve at CRCS for the past four years. I remember well the day my wife Wilma and I 

were led to take the journey away from Kamloops and cast our lot to opportunity in Christian Schools again and 

a new community. At that time, I had taken a break from leadership and was teaching and upgrading. Wilma felt 

she needed to change schools after more than 10 years in one school. As we both felt it was time for new 

challengeôs, it was Campbell River that was the answer to our prayers. 

It is rewarding to look back and see growth and learning in my own life. This is a rich learning community that 

provides much to glean from. I joined a school that was well organized, and many of the good decisions that 

were made in the past will ensure success in the future. Seeing others step up into new roles and meet new 

challenges is exciting. There are lots of ideas and practices, including Market Day and Service Day that I would 

like to use elsewhere. 

The future for CRCS includes an enhanced French Program for elementary classes that promises to help 

students build their French language skills. Some other changes have included adding a Special Education 

program that is growing and maturing. Expect Respect has been a theme and positive behavior program that 

enable students and staff to have before them guidelines for successful relations with one another. Elementary 

report cards were revamped and assessment procedures were refined. Program reviews of subject areas were 

instituted and annual professional growth plans for staff are now in practice. We received a successful external 

evaluation by the BC Ministry of Education in 2009, and yes, a few policies were worked on too! 

Provincial changes include Daily Physical Activity that became the norm a few years ago. The 21st Century 

Learning initiative may mean other adaptations that schools need to un-dertake, using technology as a main 

resource. The school offered a Ready Set Learn pro-gram for early literacy that should continue into the future. 

Personally, during my time in Campbell River, I was blessed to have my son be married at Strathcona Park 

Lodge and then the greatest event, I became a grandparent. Not once but twice! I have enjoyed fishing for pinks 

with a fly rod and kayaking off Quadra. This is the most beautiful land when not raining! It also is one of the few 

places in Canada you can bike all year long. 

So in writing my last Principalôs desk article, I encourage CRCS parents to support the educational efforts of 

their children by being involved in their education, optimizing their learning, and ensuring they are ready to go 

each day. They need to fed, watered, hugged and prayed for daily. Communicate with your childôs teacher as a 

partner in the project of seeing your child raised to love God, know Jesus as Savior, and towards reaching their 

academic potential. 

Many blessings to you and your family in the future.                                                 Neil Steinke, Principal 
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A schoolteacher was telling her class 

the story of the Good Samaritan, in 

which a man was beaten, robbed and 

left for dead.  She described the 

situation in vivid detail so her students 

would catch the drama.  

Then, she asked the class, "If you saw a 

person lying on the roadside, all 

wounded and bleeding, what would you 

do?" 

A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed 

silence, "I think I'd throw up."  

 



 
 

  
At CRCS we have many good things going.  We 

have a successful school because parents have 

come together and directed the school to offer 

education that teaches what the Bible teaches and 

that gives students an opportunity to grow and be 

firm in their faith.  We are teaching students as 

well to be soft before God and reach out to help 

others.   

All points back to a loving God that is so 

gracious that he made a way of salvation that 

does not depend on our merit. A broken heart 

before God is a true balance.  We can be rest 

assured He will provide the guidance to a healthy 

balance in this life. 

In his Service  

Neil Steinke 

Swaggering or Sniveling 

The make-up of the character of our children is so 

important to us.  The Bible says so much about how 

to be of sound mind and live as Christ would want.  

Proverbs is filled with wisdom and some Proverbs 

are easy to say but difficult to live and apply.  

Proverbs 16: 18 and 19 ñPride goes before 

destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  Better to 

be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than to 

share plunder with the proud.ò 

Proverbs 15: 32 and 33 ñThose who disregard 

discipline despise themselves, but the one who 

heeds correction gains understanding. Wisdomôs 

instruction is to fear the LORD, and humility comes 

before honor.ò 

Tim Keller in his book Reasons for God uses the 

phrase ñswaggering or snivelingò to emphasis the 

balance that is needed between basic human dignity 

and hurtful pride.  

We constantly expect students to have pride in their 

work and do their best.  Imagine a strut or swagger 

in a step that emits the message: ñLook at me, no 

one and nothing can touch me.ò We know someone 

is going to take a fall!    

On the other hand, we know that we are insignificant 

and that what we can do in our own power is 

nothing.  Except for the grace of God, we cannot 

save our self and look after our own eternal security.  

Yet a low self esteem that is debilitating and self-

defeating is not for our good.  Sniveling is not equal 

to repentance! 

In a religious perspective, it is so easy to feel self 

righteous and Pharisaical if we think we have all the 

answers and we have got God in a box.  We tend to 

easily look down on others and soon we are 

identified as been religious, intolerant and 

unapproachable.   

We repel others with our self righteousness.  It hard 

to let others know the Good News of Christ when we 

have no relationship with others. 

 

ñChristian education is at the very heart 
of the church. In the educational 
process, the Spirit of God encounters 
people of all ages so that they are 
nurtured in faith, grow in knowledge and 
experience, and are inspired and 
empowered to live as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. This call to discipleship compels 
us to share our faith and serve others in 
the home, the community, and in Godôs 

world.ò 



 
 

 ñTherefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, [2] looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God.ò  

(Hebrews 12:1-2 ESV) 
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        WHEN THE STUDENT IS READY THE TEACHER WILL APPEAR 

A West Coast Response  

 

After reading a short biography with a 

group of Grade 4 students about Bill Gates  

a discussion was had about his company, 

Microsoft, his 7-day a week work ethic, 

and his success in  becoming a billionaire.  

 

ñWhatós a billionaire? ñone student asks.  

 

ñOhò says anotheréò I think it means he is 

really, really, rich. ñ 

 

ñWell, Iôm rich too.  I have enough money 

to buy three chainsaws!ò  

 

 Learning Assistance with Mrs. Heyd 

 

 



 
  

The second year of the CRCS Sr. Boys Volleyball Team has come and gone.  We began our quest to 

attend Provincials back in the Fall of 2009.   What was our motto going to be?   

To do ALL things for the glory of God.  Not our vain glory, but God's glory alone.  As the boys hit the 

court for their first practice, I noticed something very quickly, we were starting from scratch!  Without 

any of the 12 athletes playing any organized volleyball before, it was nice to start with a clean slate.  

This was a positive as no bad habits had to be fixed.   

The first season saw some success against our neighbor Carihi High, but they did get the best of us 

during some exhibition matches in October.  2009 saw CRCS host a tournament on a Friday during 

the last class of the day.  It was great to see the school come out and celebrate our hard work with us.  

One highlight of our first season saw the Sr. Boys face off against the highly ranked AA school of 

Abbotsford Christian.  We came close with a 21-25, 22-25 loss.  As a single A rookie squad, the boys 

were ecstatic!  At the end of the school year, the boys picked up their training in May and June, a 

good 4 months before the next school season.  

 As 2010 came in to play, the boys built upon their solid foundation from the past year, and at the first 

Campbell River High School play day (Timberline, Carihi, CRCS), the boys took home top spot in the 

city with convincing wins!  The hard work was finally beginning to pay off.  The CRCS Sr. Boys were 

the team to beat in Campbell River.  Another Sr. Boys only tournament was held in our gym, and it 

featured teams from Duncan, Victoria, Timberline, Carihi and Port Hardy.  After a three way tie for 1st, 

CRCS lost out in a points for and against format.  The boys were that much more determined to do 

well at the upcoming Islands that were to be held in Duncan.   

Before the Island play day, the boys traveled to the huge VIU tournament, where they didn't win a set 

in their previous showing.  This year was a different story, as the boys took sets off  Reynolds and the 

top ranked Island team from Duncan.  It appeared the boys were ready for the Islands.  They were 

trained, focused and determined to be the first ever CRCS volleyball team to attend Provincials.  

Unfortunately, as often happens in sports, the boys didn't quite reach their goal that was set into 

motion over a year ago.  It was heartbreaking and painful for our team to come so far in such a short 

amount of time, and not realize our goal.   

Through it all, the boys came together as a team, sharing many hours in the gym, conversing through 

devotional time in the hotel and being there for each other in the end.  I am so proud of how much the 

boys accomplished in the 2 years that we had together.  It took a lot of guts to step out on that court 

against bigger, better teams who have played volleyball for 6 years.  The boys should be applauded 

for their hard work and dedication as they have put CRCS Volleyball on the map, not only on the 

Island, but in the Province of B.C.  The Christian school  boys can play!   

In Christ Alone. 

From the Desk of Derek Shuel 



 

Children learning and having fun. 

 

 

 

INSERT TEXT OR LOGO HERE. 

 
Bonjour! 
  
The French department at CRCS, is excited about the 
decision to enhance our second language program.  Our 
vision, rooted in the desire to glorify God, is that we 
should not only meet, but also surpass the government 
expectations.   
  
Beginning French in kindergarten and carrying through to 
graduation will not only give our students greater fluency, 
an advantage in university entrance, and an asset when 
searching for career opportunities.  Deeper and stronger 
second language skills will give our students a greater 
understanding of their own language, more advanced 
communication skills, and a greater cultural sensitivity.   
  
It is an honour and a joy to be able to praise God in 
another language, witness in another language, and 
share His love with others in another language.  Our 
dream in furthering our studentsô French language skills 
will be for them to broaden their abilities to serve Jesus 
and deepen their love for His diverse people. 
  
One of our main teaching tools, in the elementary grades, 
will be the AIM (Accelerative Integrated Methodology) 
Program.  We are excited about this program that 
involves actions, stories, music, and dance.  The program 
encourages early fluency and learning through the three 
different learning styles (audio, visual, and kinesthetic).  
French classes will be spoken entirely in French.  
  
On behalf of the administration and the French 
department at CRCS, I would like to say how eager we 
are to embark on this new and fun adventure with the 
children in our community.   
  
Merci et à bientôt!                                           Erin Hessler 



 
                                                               

Grandparents Tea May 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ñGrandparents tea was a huge success with 46 

quests in attendance. 

 

Grandparents Day Poem 

A grandparent is the grandest mom or dad, 

Not just because of all the kids they have had; 

They've seen and done and known so many 
things 

We honor them like preachers, priests and 
kings. 

They tell us of a way of life that is past 

When the world was not moving quite so fast. 

When the family sat together every day, 

To eat, to laugh, to sing, to talk, to pray. 

The road we walk now they have seen before, 

The tears we shed, they shed a whole lot more. 

They understand our feelings, joy or pain. 

They know the path; they have walked the dusty 
lane. 

What can we do to honor these dear Grands? 

We have no gift to place in weathered hands, 

To adequately show how much we care. 

Or prove to them how great the love we share. 

Yet there is something awesome we can do 

To show beyond a doubt our love is true. 

If what they have taught is seen in how we live, 

This is the best gift we could ever give.  

 

Happy Grandparents Day! 

- Unknown Author 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lynay Parker has been sharing her love of God 

and her love of music with all of us at CRCS 
since spring break, very capably overseeing the 
music program while Danielle Fisk is away on 
maternity leave.  This  summer, Lynay and the 

Parker clan (Christopher, Thomas, and 
Elleanna) will be moving to Alberta to join Stan 

as he works with Canada Safeway. 
 

Our school family will greatly miss the Parkers 
as they have contributed so much to our 
community over the years.  We know that 

wherever they are, God has great plans for 
them, and that He will be with them each step of 
the way.    ñ For I know the plans I have for 

you,ò declares the LORD, ñplans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.ò  Jeremiah 29:11 
 

ñMay the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind always be at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
and rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.ò 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY: 

 
All Library resources are due back the week of 

June 1 for inventory. Please help us out by doing 
a thorough check of your house and vehicle, or 
anywhere else, your children may have taken 
their Library books. If you think you may have 

lost a book or video, then please see Mrs. Coon 
in the Library. 

 
According to a new Canadian study, children 

who do not engage in reading-related activities 
over the summer months often experience 

significant learning loss (Library and Archives 
Canada). An alternative is the Vancouver Island 
Regional Libraryôs Summer Reading Clubs, with 

programs from pre-school age children right 
through to teenagers. Participants can choose 

their own selections, and students will receive an 
activity book, stickers, a reading record, and 

have the chance to win prizes.  You can sign up 
for these clubs at the downtown Library, and 

they are all free. 
 

A reminder to parents that students who are 
conducting research at home have access to our 

World book Encyclopedia online account at 
www.worldbook.com ï Please contact the office 

for the username and the password. 
 

Have a great summer, read lots, and thanks for 
all your help during this past year! 

 
 

It is with great sadness that CRCS will be 
saying goodbye to Mrs. Vandop after 10 years 
plus of filleting fetal pigs and exploding alkali 
metals.  Mrs. Vandop has encouraged and 

inspired numerous students to see the world 
around us through the lens of science, helping 
them to achieve whatever goals they have in 

their scientific pursuits.  Outside of the 
classroom, Mrs. Vandop has spent countless 

hours helping with things such as school 
yearbook, and organizing events to foster staff 

cohesiveness. 
 

As the Vandops prepare to move to Nanaimo, 
they can be assured that they will be missed 
greatly, and that they will be in our thoughts 
and prayers.  May God bless their family, as 

they have blessed each of ours? 
 

Grade 7 Boysô Volleyball 
 

While wins may have been few for this yearôs 
grade 7 boysô volleyball team, it was a year of 
great success.  As a first year team, playing 
against bigger teams, with two years more 

experience our boys were forced to learn the 
game fast.  The team played league games 
against Southgate and Phoenix, and a big 

tournament down in Victoria.  While the 
disparity of skill was quite evident in our first 
games, by the time we hosted the year-end 
tournament we were keeping all the games 
very close, beating Comox Valley Christian, 

and winning some sets against both 
Southgate and Phoenix.  The great attitude 

and work ethic of the boys lead to the 
emergence of some great hitters, blockers, 
servers and defense.  If these boys stick 

together over the next number of years, we 
will see some great results. 



 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Miss Warkentin came to us in September 2010 
from Surrey, BC. She completed her teaching 
degree at Simon Fraser University and 
courageously crossed the vast seas of the Georgia 
Straight to teach where angels fear to tread... 
Seventh to ninth grade math classes!  Miss 
Warkentin also taught Planning 10, Socials and 
English 7 and Bible 7.  With such a challenging 
and diverse teaching assignment, she plunged into 
planning, teaching and marking with reckless 
abandon.   
 
Miss Warkentin is known for her wonderfully 
contagious laughter, her pocket full of tricks for 
explaining math problems and her warm, caring 
nature.  I will personally miss her incredibly, as she 
has been my ever-ready listening ear, fellow Bible 
study member, fashion consultant, restaurant 
companion, classic movie viewer, and very dear 
friend.   
 
The students and staff of Campbell River Christian 
School wish her all of Godôs blessings as she 
returns to Surrey and works for the public school 
system there.  May all her students see the same 
beautiful light of God that we have had the 
pleasure of experiencing through Miss Laura 
Warkentin.     

Don't Quit 
 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes 
will, 

When the road you are trudging seems 
 all-uphill, 

When the funds are low and the debts 
 are high 

And you want to smile, but you have 
 to sigh. 

When care is pressing you down a bit - 
Rest, if you must, but don't you quit. 
Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As everyone of us sometimes learns, 

And, many a fellow turns about 
When he might have won had he stuck 

 it out. 
Don't give up though the pace seems slow - 

You may succeed with another blow. 
Often the goal is nearer than you think. 
It seems to a faint and faltering man; 

Often the struggler has given up 
When he might have captured the  

victorôs cup; 
And he learned too late when the night 

came down 
How close he was to the golden crown. 
Success is failure turned inside out--- 
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt, 

And you never can tell how close you are, 
It may be near when it seems afar; 
So stick to the fight when you are  

hardest hit - 
It is when things seem worst that you must 

not quit. 
 

Anonymous 
 
 

 
[7] I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that 
Day, and not only to me but also to all who 

have loved his appearing. 

(2 Timothy 4:7-8 ESV) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The three Musketeerôs or were there four. 

 

 
Has anyone seen our missing toothpaste? 



 
 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PEACE BRO! 

 
 



 
 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I CANNOT SEEM TO DO A THING WITH MY HAIR , ANY SUGGESTIONS? 

I  WONDER WHERE PIZZA FITS IN THE PERIODICAL TABLE.  



 
 

 

 
 

 

More Students in the Future- CRCS Families Grow 

 

Katie Gerakios 

 

We are thankful for Katieôs service to the school.  She has taught kindergarten this past year 

at CRCS but her and her husband Aaron are now expecting their second child.  We know she 

has a heart for Christian Education and we can expect her to be interested in future positions 

at the school.  Her kindergarten program has been greatly appreciated by parents and 

students. 

 

Kathy Andrews 

 

Kathy has been teaching Math and Physics in the senior high as well as coaching track and 

field, volleyball and basketball.  She will also be off for a year to add to her family. This will 

Kathy and Warrenôs second child.  We have appreciated her dedication to the athletics 

program, as she has been our Athletic Director for the high school this past year.  It is 

Kathyôs intention to continue to coach  during the next year. 

 

GODS BLESSING AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY 

 

It seems clear that God declares all children to be blessings from Him to us. We can take this 

by faith, but it may be helpful to contemplate just how children bless us. Following are few of 

the ways children often are, or should be, blessings to their parents. 

 

1. Enjoyment and entertainment. When they are small, they are so cute, so fun to play with, 

so gratifying to watch as they grow and learn. They can provide endless hours of enjoyment 

if we are willing to take the time. 

 

 



 
 

 

2. Teaching us love, self-sacrifice, discipline, self-control, gentleness, and patience. God can 

use children so effectively to mature us and help us to develop godly character. What better 

classroom does God have to teach these things than a home with children to be raised. 

 

3. The blessing of the love and trust of a child. The love and trust of a small child is so 

precious and can have such an effect in softening and keeping our hearts softened. 

 

4. Assistance with our work. Children properly taught can be a big help around the household 

as young as 6 or 7 years of age. And, as they get older, their abilities multiply, making their 

help even more valuable. Older children can handle nearly all household tasks, can be a big 

help in caring for younger siblings and even homeschooling them, can help with animals, a 

garden, with a family business, even with building a house! Teaching your children to work 

alongside you aids greatly in their instruction and discipleship. Children should have the 

opportunity to become contributing members of the household, both for their sakes and 

yours. It will also help them to become contributing members of our society. 

 

5. Assistance in later life. When we are old and less capable of doing for ourselves, our 

children (and grandchildren) can and should be a huge help in a great many ways (just as we 

should also be to our parents and grandparents). Sometimes just having a grown child who 

sometimes visits or calls or writes makes all the difference in the life of an elderly person. 

When one becomes old and feeble, oneôs children, grandchildren and great grandchildren 

may become the primary reason for continuing to live. 

 

6. Enlarging our impact on this world. Even as God associated being fruitful with the ability 

to subdue and rule over the earth (Gen 1:28), so our children, grandchildren, and later 

descendantôs extend our reach far beyond what we in ourselves could accomplish. With each 

child we have the priceless opportunity to teach and train that child for about 20 years. 

Moreover, even afterwards we can continue to influence, instruct, and assist our children in 

some things through the rest of our lives. Even one child well raised can have a mighty 

impact for God. Who can estimate the possible impact of 10 or 12 children well raised for the 

Lord? This is probably some of what is alluded to in Psalm 127:5, "They shall not be 

ashamed, when they speak with their enemies in the gate." In other words, parents with many 

dutiful children tend to do well in confrontations with enemies. A man with many children 

can be (and ought to be) a man of considerable influence and might with both his community 

and his church. Why? Because when they are grown, he has the love and support and 

assistance of a significant number of other family members. As his children's families grow, 

so does his potential influence. This was well understood by people in earlier times (and is by 

people in many other cultures). Even in some of the old TV shows from the 1950s and 1960s, 

the value of family assisting each other was extolled (i.e. "Bonanza" in which the three 

Cartwright brothers were always assisting each other and their father out of difficult or 

dangerous situations). The more loyal children parents had, the more their power and 

influence. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
October 1-3, 2010 
Esperanza 
 
Every year as I travel to Esperanza, I am in wonder of Godôs creation.  The drive through the windy road and 

the boat trip showcase Godôs beautiful creation as we head to Esperanza on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island.  When we arrive, we are greeted and sent to arrange our gear.  After this, we have a quick supper 
around the fire, night game, praise and worship, and then get ready for the jobs we will do in the morning. 

 
After an early breakfast the students sit in anticipation of the jobs we will receive.  We usually get the jobs 

that nobody else wants and do them with smiles on our faces.  Tim, our director, arrives with a smile on his 
face and the ñlistò of jobs he has for us.  He asks me the same question every year, ñHow dirty are you 

willing to get?ò  My answer is always the same, ñWe are ready to serve!ò 
 

This year we were able to get many of the left over tasks completed and had a wonderful time of worship 
with the staff.  As always, we participated in our annual ocean swim and left with an open invitation to come 
back whenever we want.  This yearôs trip included 17 students and five adults.  We had a great time and 

look forward to next yearôs trip. 

  

A Christian 

missionary is 

commissioned by the 

Lord to make 

disciples, followers of 

Christ. 

 Jesus commands all 

Christians to share 

the Gospel, the 

message of His death 

and resurrection 

that conquered the 

penalty and power of 

sin.  

 


